CHAPTER IX

HOUSING THE PEOPLE

IN England as in other countries the expectation
of a prolonged peace, which was universal in
1919, brought with it the realization of the many
problems which had to be faced by the statesmanship
of peace. Foremost amongst these problems was that
of the satisfactory housing of the population, which
was an integral part of the twentieth century concept
that every citizen of a free country should, in return
for his services to the community, find within reach
a healthy and hygienic home.  In 1919 there were
many citizens who had rendered quite exceptional
services to the community.  But in the nature of
things the effort to maintain the standard of housing
accommodation had not been able to keep pace with
the accelerated tempo of such splendid service. The
housing situation was in 1919 necessarily worse than
it had been in 1914. During the War there had been
a natural cessation of house building, with the result
that the shortage already existing before the War
was seriously aggravated at its conclusion. In addi-
tion to the cessation of building there was the actual
physical deterioration of individual buildings during
the period of the War; and there was further the
increase in the standards demanded, which rendered
a larger proportion of houses unfit for human habita-
tion according to current conceptions.  The result
was that there existed in 1919 a housing shortage
of between five hundred thousand and eight hundred
thousand houses in addition to the one hundred
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